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Junior Cycle in Crana College

● Based on the Junior Cycle Framework which incorporates the 8 Key Skills and 24 

Statements of Learning.

● A varied curriculum for students, with a focus on encouraging active learning 

and enabling accessibility for all needs at Junior Cycle. 

● Combination of subjects, short courses and other learning experiences
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What does my child study?

Your child is studying a combination of subjects and shorts courses.

Core Subjects

● Students study Irish, English, Mathematics, Science and History.

Elective Subjects

● Students choose to study two subjects from: Geography, Business and Spanish. 

Subject Options

● After completing the taster programme in 1st year, students choose two subjects 

from the following options: Wood Technology, Visual Art, Music, Engineering, 

Coding, Home Economics, Applied Technology and Graphics.

Most subjects are common level with the exception of Irish, English and Mathematics                                          

(HL and OL)
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Short Courses
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We currently offer the following two Junior 

Cycle short course options in Crana College:

Digital Media Literacy and Coding.

However, all students also study non exam 

short courses in CSPE, SPHE and PE as part of 
the school’s wellbeing programme. These 

include learning opportunities to enhance 

the physical, mental, emotional and social 

well-being of students.

Students will study a 

minimum of 8 and a 

maximum of 10 subjects 

for final examination, 

the exact number being 

dependent on whether 

the student is also taking 

short courses.

Subject specifications are 

available at: Home 

(curriculumonline.ie)

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Home/


Level 1 and Level 2 Learning Programmes

Junior Cycle pathway for students with special educational needs. 
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• Students taking L1LPs are likely to be at 

the early stage of cognitive 

development. 

• Some students may have an 

identification of a learning disability that 

falls in the range of severe and profound 

and low moderate. 

• A Level 1 Learning Programme (L1LP) can 

be made up of: Priority Learning 

Units and Short Courses.

• The Level 2 Learning 

Programmes have been 

designed for students with 

a high moderate to low mild 

general learning disability. 

• A Level 2 Learning Programme 

(L2LP) is made up of: Priority 

Learning Units and Short 

Courses.



Typical Assessment Structure for Subjects
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Classroom Based Assessments
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▪ This is an in-school assessment to give a broader picture of student achievement. 

▪ Students prepare for the Classroom Based Assessments over a period of time in 2nd or 3rd year.

▪ Usually, students complete 2 CBAs in their subjects and then 1 in each of their short courses.

▪ Corrected by Class Teacher and "signed off" by subject departments.

▪ Teachers complete reports on VSware and discuss them at parent teacher meetings.

▪ Outcomes of CBAs are also reported on the final Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement.

▪ Students also usually do an Assessment Task in school, on completion of CBA2.



CBAs for Current 3rd Year Students

The Dept. of Ed and the NCCA have issued amendments to the usual CBA 
requirements for this year’s 3rd year students. CBA 1 will have been completed last year 
but due to the changes, students are now completing a reduced number of CBAs as 
follows:

Irish – Communicative Task Engineering – Research and Development

Visual Art – Communicate and Reflect         Music – Programme Note

Applied Technology - Student Self-analysis and Evaluation

Home Economics – Food Literacy Skills          Graphics – Graphical Presentation Skills

Wood Technology – Student Self-analysis and Evaluation
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Dates for 

3rd year 

CBAs this 

year
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CBAs for Current 2nd Year Students

The CBA requirements for 2nd year students follow the standard requirements set out 

by the NCCA which are: 

➢ Two per subject

• One in 2nd year (CBA1)

• One in 3rd year (CBA2) 

There is an exception in Irish, where students carry out both CBAs in 3rd year.

➢ One per short course.
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Dates for 

2nd year 

CBAs this 
year
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Dates for 

CBAs in 

short 

courses 

this year
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A full calendar can be accessed on the school website: 
www.cranacollege.com



Features of Quality

● The Features of Quality are the criteria that teachers use to assess student work and 

the following four Descriptors are used when deciding the level of achievement in 

each Classroom Based Assessment: 

● Exceptional describes a piece of work that reflects the Features of Quality for the 

Classroom Based Assessment to a very high standard. While not necessarily perfect, 

the strengths of the work far outstrip its flaws, which are minor. Suggestions for 

improvement are easily addressable by the student. 

● Above expectations describes a piece of work that reflects the Features of Quality 

for the Classroom Based Assessment very well. The student shows a clear 

understanding of how to complete each area of the task. Feedback from the 

teacher might point to the necessity to address some aspect of the work in need of 

further attention or polishing, but on the whole the work is of a high standard. 
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Features of Quality Continued

● In line with expectations describes a piece of work that reflects most of the Features 

of Quality for the Classroom Based Assessment well. It shows a good understanding 

of the task in hand and is free from significant error. Feedback might point to areas 

needing further attention or correction, but the work is generally competent and 

accurate. 

● Yet to meet expectations describes a piece of work that falls someway short of the 

demands of the Classroom-Based Assessment and its associated Features of Quality. 

Perhaps the student has made a good attempt, but the task has not been grasped 

clearly or is marred by significant lapses. Feedback will draw attention to 

fundamental shortcomings that need to be addressed.
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Examples of Classroom Based Assessments

Students have a broad range of subjects and CBAs reflect different types of learning 

and the various skills that student develop as part of the junior cycle.

However, some common things that may be used for CBAs are:

● A presentation delivered in class on a topic related to subject material.

● A poster detailing an investigation or analysis of a topic.

● A series of texts/material which students may compile in a specific language.

● An experiment to investigate a scientific matter.

● A project on something related to a subject, e.g. a video.
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Assessment Task

▪ After students complete CBA2 in 3rd year, they complete an Assessment Task in 

each subject.

▪ This is a Reflective Piece and it is worth 10% of their Junior Cycle grade in each 

subject.

▪ It is marked by the State Examinations Commission and is reported on the final 

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement, which students receive in term 1 of their 

senior cycle year.

▪ There are no Assessment Tasks for 3rd year students this year.
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Ensuring Quality

• Schools organise “Subject Learning and Assessment Review” meetings.

• Teachers compare their assessment of students’ work and ensure a common 

approach to grading across school departments.

• CPD is provided for teachers to ensure that the Classroom-Based Assessments 

align to a national standard.

• Exemplars of work are available online.

• Features of quality are provided in the subject specification.
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Reporting 

• Reporting will happen in first, second and third-year via VSware reports.

• Second and third-year reporting (see below) will include the school-based 
components that will form part of the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (CBAs).
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State Examinations

• Take place in June of 3rd year

• Two hours in duration

• Devised and marked by SEC

• Past exams can be viewed on examinations.ie or studyclix.ie

• Generally worth 90%

• Reported on the final Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
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State Examinations

• Distinction

• Higher Merit

• Merit

• Achieved

• Partially Achieved

• Not Graded

Classroom-Based 

Assessments

• Exceptional

• Above expectations

• In line with expectations

• Yet to meet expectations

• Not reported



The Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

It will feature the following:

• CBA descriptors

• Results from the written SEC prepared examinations

• Schools will report on student engagement and participation in the Other Areas 

of Learning (OALs) section of the JCPA over the course of the Junior Cycle.

• There will be an area dedicated to Wellbeing where schools will report on 

student achievement in CSPE, SPHE and PE.
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Other Areas of Learning

● This is a record of students’ non-academic achievements within the school 

community, during their first three years in secondary school.

● Students submit their top 3 (maximum 5) OALs for inclusion on their JCPA to 

showcase their involvement in extra-curricular activities within the school over 

the last three years of Junior Cycle. Students also mention what skills they 

learned from taking part in these activities. 

Keeping a Record

- Diary - Calendar              - Signed by parent/guardian

- Organised by Junior Cycle coordinator 
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Examples of OALs 

▪ Specific awards for sporting or cultural achievements in 1st, 2nd and 3rd Year.

▪ Membership of School sports teams (e.g. basketball, soccer, athletics, GAA 

etc.).

▪ School leadership role (e.g. student council, student voice committee).

▪ Membership of other (non-sporting) extra-curricular activities (e.g. School 

Choir, Green Schools, etc.).

▪ Taking part in the organisation of a charity fundraising event in the school (e.g. 

Bake Sales etc.).

▪ Performing in the school musical, drama, or dance performance (e.g. The 

Wizard of Oz, Choral Festival, Seachtain na Gaeilge, etc).
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More Information

● Crana College 

Website

https://www.cranacoll

ege.com/information-

for-parents

● Curriculumonline.ie
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https://www.cranacollege.com/information-for-parents


Thank you for your attendance.
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